Navigating the Hidden Assumptions of the Introductory Research Methods Text. by Baronov, David
St. John Fisher College
Fisher Digital Publications
Sociology Faculty Publications Sociology
2004
Navigating the Hidden Assumptions of the
Introductory Research Methods Text.
David Baronov
St. John Fisher College, dbaronov@sjfc.edu
How has open access to Fisher Digital Publications benefited you?
Follow this and additional works at: http://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/sociology_facpub
Part of the Sociology Commons
This document is posted at http://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/sociology_facpub/4 and is brought to you for free and open access by Fisher Digital Publications
at St. John Fisher College. For more information, please contact fisherpub@sjfc.edu.
Publication Information
Baronov, David (2004). "Navigating the Hidden Assumptions of the Introductory Research Methods Text.." Radical Pedagogy 6.1.
Please note that the Publication Information provides general citation information and may not be appropriate for your discipline. To
receive help in creating a citation based on your discipline, please visit http://libguides.sjfc.edu/citations.
Navigating the Hidden Assumptions of the Introductory Research
Methods Text.
Abstract
This essay explores undergraduate exposure to alternative ways of knowing. At issue is whether undergraduate
students are encouraged to analyze and challenge fundamental underlying premises, assumptions and beliefs
of their discipline. Given the ongoing methodological debates within the social sciences, particularly
concerning neo-positivists and interpretivists, the thrust of the current project is to suggest that the
instruction of introductory research methods courses should offer students an opportunity to explore
underlying premises, assumptions and beliefs related to such courses to ensure that a deeper sort of learning
occurs. It is further argued that greater exploration of the divide between neo-positivists’ and interpretivists’
methods of inquiry in the social sciences is essential to provide students with a broader perspective for social
analysis. This essay analyzes five, widely used introductory research methods texts in the social sciences. It is
concluded that, with rare exception, the five selected textbooks provide students with little or no analysis of
underlying assumptions and beliefs that form the ideological presuppositions of disciplines in the social
sciences.
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